I HE sun pours down on the eart h, on the lovely land that 



man cannot eniov. 



HIli knows on ly the fear in his heart. 



•Cr> the Beloved Countr) 
Alan Paton 
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even further behind in life; therefore, more desperate to acquire the "haves" than before. It has 
long been said in certain circles that prison, in present form, only creates or produces better 
criminals. It seems that by creating more desperate criminals, it is doing the same thing. 
This is a realistic consideration. Take, for instance, a person who has served 10 or 15 years in 
prison, a common situation in Florida. Imagine yourseir in his or her position. The world has 
greatly changed. You are underskilled and unfamiliar compared to / with the behavior or those in 
standard society. You, most likely, have lost touch with the people you knew before prison, and 
maybe your parents died while you were locked up. 1 have seen this situation often. In Florida, 
you will be given a bus ticket to anywhere in the slate, a set or clothes, and 100 dollars minus the 
cost of the set or clothes. Out or touch with the world, near broke, and homeless is not a 
promising start to "freedom," but it is a situation prisoners find themselves feeing in many 
instances. Some are fertunale enough to find shelters, hair- way houses, etc. Willing to accept 
them with no money down and a prison record - but what about the greater number or prisoners 
who are not so fortunate or creative? Considering that prison environments offer inmates little 
opportunity to earn the ability to make decisions as they will be forced to do once released, it is 
likely that the only choices considered, or femiliar, under such a desperate situation will be the 
ones know und practiced the last time a choice was an option. Such a person stands a good 
chance or returning to prison immediately upon release. This type or person, or this group, 
represent a guaranteed need for prisons and a guaranteed profit in the corrections market. 
In my opinion, the only correctional aspect or the Department or Corrections is its educational 
department. At my last "camp" where I helped leach students who were studying for their G.K.I), 
the average TjUI.K (Test for Adult Basic Fducaf ion) score was at fifth grade level. This statistic 
included scores or inmates like myseir, therefore raising the overall average or the institution. In 
truth, as statewide studies have shown, and has been reported by The Associated Press, 3/4 of the 
inmate population in the state or Florida is fonctionally illiterate. In times when a child prodigy 
is an eight year old who can define "barbiturate" and use Windows 95, the likelihood or an 
illiterate ex - con finding a job in the "free world," as we call it from in here, is not even probable. 
Due to overcrowding in the system, waiting lists exist for G.K.I), classes. At present, I must 
compliment the system on its efforts to educate inmates; an additional 60 days off an inmates 
prison sentence is offered as incentive for prisoners to earn their (J.K.I). Of course, each 
institution receives extra funding per inmate, so the system has monetary motivation, but at 
least educational opportunity is offered to those who want it. Unfortunately, legislation is under 
way to reduce and eventually eliminate education programs inside the prison system. Once this 
is accomplished, the only corrective aspect or the prison system will have been eliminated. Now 
we can add uneducated to the scenario mentioned earlier, i.e. broke, out or touch, and homeless. 
Prison doors are already revolving doors; imagine what they will be once education is removed 
altogether! The system is liegging such inmates to come hack to prison. 

My personal experience with prison is hard to sum up. Since my time began, I have witnessed 
events I once thought only occurred in movies. For me, prison has been what I have made it, at 
times. Still, so many aspects have been out or my control. The only correction for myseir has been 
the result or my own introspection and outward actions. 11 1 had chosen, as most inmates do, to 
sit around and bullshit about, "The good old days" I would be completely worthless by this point, 
not by society's standards which mean little to me, but by my own opinion. Prison does attempt 
to beat the seff- respect out or a person, it attempts, and often succeeds, in humiliating a person. 
One or the worst things about prison, for me, has been the incessant abuse. 1 have been talked at, 
yelled at, like a disobedient dog, even as I have done my best to roll with the punches. I have been 
belittled and threatened so often and in so many ways that I have a lot of built up hostilities. 

Sometimes the rage goes so deep I envision things that would make Mcveigh look like a beginner. 

I have never been violent, and refose to let the system get a hold or me and mold me into that 
kind or person, but I do feel a seething anger inside. I have gritted my teeth until some are worn 
down. The stress has even started to show up in intense anxiety attacks. This is a direct result <»r 

my reality. 

'Ihe other factor that totally pisses me off is the fear foctor. Between the daily threats or officers 
and Ihe occasional threat or some random jerk, I find myseff dealing with Ihreats more often 
than a prostitute in Ihe Vatican. In Florida, and everywhere judging from what I have read from 

prisoners around Ihe nation, we can receive write-ups called "Disciplinary Reports (D.R.'s)", and 

these delay an inmates release. 

D.R.'s do not just apply lo violent acts. Something as simple as forgetting to shave or stepping 
off a sidewalk onto Ihe grass can keep an inmate in prison for an additional 6 months. To some 

extent, Ihe system di>es not seem lo want prisoners to be released. (Also a proven 



premise/conclusion by all the mandatory and lengthy prison terms being handed out.) After all, 
the state is allotted money Tor each inmate. More inmates means more money for the prison 
industry. Prison can become a trap for a person once inside, and when they have you - they really, 
have you. D.R.'s also become a form or revenge for certain officers. There are a surprising 
number or officers who don'l like inmates, surprising because the job or a correction's officer is 
the only occupation that would cause a person to be around inmates. Al the same time, for fer 
too many, it is about having authority over others - and D.R.'s are a method or proving yeah, 
you're the man! I wanna be just like you!" 

Something I am frequently asked about is "racism" in prison. It definitely exists, but more often 
than not it is the whites who are victimized. Prison is one place where Macks have the upper 
hand and they seem to abuse it often. Racism is Ihe product or ignorance in any form, and prison 
is not short or ignorant persons. I will leave it at that. . 

Sadly, middle - ground common - sense solutions to the incarceration dilemma can t be delated 
these" days. Ihe few concerned officials, anxious lo reinvent corrections policy for a less ominous 
folure, fear being politically mau- mailed by -Low 'n' Order" extremists calling out for vengeance 
against wrongdoers. Kven many wardens - which went out with Ihe justice here in Honda, we 
have superintendents - know that the present system isn't working, and due to the abusive way 
it's being run, their institutions may Ik headed for outbreaks with physical danger to, both, 
guards and inmates alike. Often Ihey fear for their jobs, ff they speak up publicly. It is a sad 
reality or beuracracies. Unlil the impasse is broken, we can only expect prisons to be increasingly 
afflicted by hopelessness, desperation, and violence. 

So, 1 guess I have droned on for long enough. By the time this article goes to print I will be a 
Tree, in the relative sense, man. Anyone interested in prison reform - or revolution, as there is 
hardly a chance thai reform will do any good in this system - please contact me. Additionally, 1 
am especially interested in meeting or just making contacts with other punks, activists, or 
interesting people who won't let the media induced stereotype or "ex-con rnghtcn them. My 
charge was forgery related, hardly violent. I am 26 and have been into punk/HC for 15 years. I 
am setting up a band in the Orlando area. Anyway, thanx for Ihe t.me and consideration. 

Mike Martin 
3HlICheverlyl)r. K. 
lakeland, PL 33813 
• Please include a phone # ffyou arc able and feel comfortable with doing so. 







